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President’s Message

If you can read this, thank Becky Weber. Becky took over
as publisher of our newsletter- Westwords. Becky has also
been lining up new advertisers and I'm sure you have
noticed all the new ads. Please remember to shop our
advertisers whenever possible. Thanks Becky, for doing a
great job.

We have many issues on the table, as you will see
throughout the newsletter.

The Cincinnati Public School Board ruled against us on the
Westwood school addition, and they intend to build it on
the Harrison Avenue side of the existing building. WCA’s
position is to build the addition on the Epworth side, to try
to keep the historic district looking nice. We still have a
small bit of hope that we can prevail with the city, since
they need approval from the zoning department in order to
build it on either side. We have taken up our case with
them. If you have any ideas on reversing the decision of the
school board, please let us (and them) know.

(See story on page 2)

Our new Westwood Strategic plan is now ready to be taken
out of committee, and moved forward toward passage by
the city. Having this document in place should help to
prevent confusion about how we want our neighborhood to
look going forward. It should save us a lot of time fighting
for/against projects that might benefit or hurt our
neighborhood. For example, with the Montana Avenue
project, we could have saved two years of meetings,
hearings, and hundreds of emails, if we had a clearly stated
policy on road improvements. We will be discussing our
new plan at our regular meetings, so please join us.

Speaking of Montana Avenue, We are once again meeting
with the Department of Transportation and Engineering to
implement the “Road Diet” concept. After all this time, it
looks like we are really going to get the project we

want- three lanes instead of four, a narrower footprint, and
a safe, efficient, pedestrian-friendly road.

One more thing- The federal government is getting ready to
dump many millions of dollars into our city. We need to be
ready with a plan on how best to spend the money in
Westwood. We need to make sure that this money helps
improve our neighborhood. (continued on next column)

We will continue to fight for blight removal as a top
priority. We are currently making a street-by street
inventory of blighted properties in Westwood. We will
be working with the city to get rid of as many of these
(non-historic) blighted buildings as possible. Our long
~-term goal is to have 60% owner-occupied single
family homes in Westwood. We currently have 40%.
Demolishing blighted apartment buildings, and only
allowing new single-family homes will go a long way
toward this goal.

See you around the neighborhood-
Jim McNulty )

WESTWOOD TO RECEIVE FEDERAL FUNDS

Westwood is one of 10 neighborhoods selected to receive
federal funds through the Neighborhood Stabilization Program.
The City combined data from the Department of Housing and
Urban Development and City Sources. Based on criteria estab-
lished by the City and HUD, Westwood and nine other neighbor-
hoods will receive these funds.

The city will focus on the following eligible uses of
these funds:
e Financing mechanisms for purchase and rede-
velopment of foreclosed upon residential
properties
 Rehabilitation of homes and residential properties that have
been-abandoned or foreclosed upon in order to sell rent or
redevelop these properties.
o Demolition of blighted buildings

Members of the Westwood Civic Board have been canvassing
all of Westwood to identify these properties. You may have
seen one of the board members walking through your
neighborhood. Don't be alarmed. They are out there
identifying properties that we may be able to have rehabilitated
or demolished through this program.

Do you have a house in your neighborhood that you think we
should know about? If so, please email www.westwoodcivic.org




§Westwood School Centenmal Celebratlon
iLiz Kissel

On Saturday afternoon, June 13, we will be celebrating

L 23
I8 s

Presbyterian Church.

- STEVE CHABOT CELEBRATION
- Mary Kuhl

On Monday Jan 12 Westwood Concern,
* ; Powr Pac and the
i Electrical
Contractors of
Greater Cincinnati
P.A.C. hosted an
event for Steve
Chabot at Price Hill
Chili. If you were
, there, you were

among the hundreds of people who
. stopped by to personally say Thank You to
~ Steve Chabot for his 14 years of service in
Congress. Whatever your party affiliation
you know that Steve Chabot served our
. communities well with honesty, integrity
and hard work always thinking how his
. votes would affect the lives of the citizens in
his district. By the way, if you have not
noticed Steve has opened his law office on
Harrison Ave. Again thank you Steve for
your service.

the 100t birthday of Westwood School even

though it will be closed for renovation. Details
are still being worked out but the activities will
be held next door at the Westwood First :

Mark your calendars and tell your friends, especially any

school alumni or staff. We’d love to highlight any famous
i (and infamous) alumni and find the oldest living graduate. :
{ If you have any questions or information, you can contact

i Liz Kissel (662-1156) or e-mail at
! info@westwoodhistorical.org.

{ Westwood Historical Society Meeting
: Cincinnati Street Railway Scenes

i February 11, 2009

: Westwood First Presbyterian Church
:7:00 pm

: Enjoy a look back to earlier days of Cincinnati mass

{ transit at the Wednesday, February 11, meeting of the

i Westwood Historical Society. Phil Lind will present a

i slide show of photos of the Cincinnati Street Railway and
i Cincinnati Transit Company which preceded Queen City
i Metro.

...................................

.| Michael Flannery - flannem@cps-ki2.org
| Catherine Ingram - ingramc@cps-k12.org
- | Eve Bolten - Boltone@cpsboe.k12.0h.us
1| Susan Cranley - cranles@cpsboe.k12.0h.us
i| Chris Nelms - Nelmsch@cpsboe.k12.oh.us

i| Melanie Bates - batesme@cps-k12.org

| Eileen Cooper Reed, Pres. - reedeil@cps-k12.org

Westwood School Update...

On January 12, 2009, after members of WCA attended the
Cincinnati School Board meeting to persuade

, »» the board not to construct the new addition to
il ¥« Westwood School on the Harrison Avenue side
. of the school building, the board decided to
vote against WCA. (WCA wants the addition on the

Epworth side of the school.)

| One of our board members attended a meeting on January
| 26™ to reiterate the position of Westwood Civic Association,
.| the school board decided they had no reason to change

| their position.

‘| Cincinnati Public School board officials stated they would

not require any variances or zoning changes in order for
the building to be built on the Harrison side of the school.

‘| However, a request for a variance to this property for fence

height, fence opacity and signage was submitted just two
days later. WCA is opposing this zoning change.

You can make you position be heard by contacting any

‘| Cincinnati Public School board member. See below for
.| their email addresses.

Westwood Citizens on Patrol

For a membership application, or to report issues of con-

cem- ;
Call (513) 218-5286 T T
ON PATROL

Our Motto-

“Get involved, dtay involved, make a diffenence”

A Community-based Division of the

Cincinnati Police

We make our friends; we make our enemies;
but God makes our next door neighbor.

Gilbert K.Chesterton
British Author
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